Surgeon controlled robot-assisted laparoscopic radical cystectomy: current review of oncologic and functional outcomes.
Surgeon controlled robot-assisted laparoscopic radical cystectomy (RARC) is becoming a viable treatment option for patients with muscle-invasive bladder cancer. There are currently several single-institution reports and a few multi-institutional reports on operative, perioperative, and intermediate-term oncologic outcomes for RARC. While the data appears promising, there is currently no long term oncologic outcomes for RARC. Long-term oncologic outcomes for RARC should be forthcoming in the near future. As the technology improves, and surgeons become more proficient at RARC, the cost effectiveness of RARC should surpass open radical cystectomy. The goal of this article is to review the most recent developments within the past 1 to 2 years surrounding RARC, including important technical advances for performing this operation, current data on oncologic outcomes, and the future direction of RARC.